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- Bankruptey Bar Association for the Southern District of Florida
Proposed By-Law Changes

‘ January 2001
Dear Member:

In December 2000, the By-Laws Committee recoramended and the Board of Directors
approved the following changes to the Association’s By-Laws. The additions and deletions are
hereby submitted to you and will be voted upon at the Jannary 25, 2001 General Membership
Meeting to be held at the Riverside Hotel in Fott Lauderdale beginning at 7:00 p.m. The By-
Laws of the Association require the proposed changes to be adopted if approved by an

_ affirmative vote by the majority of all members present and voting.

1. Add language to Article 5 Section 3; which describes the term and number of directors.
Cuyrently, the Board contains eight director seats and a candidate need only be a member
of the Assocjation. The proposed revisions will provide for two additional seats
commeneing in 2001. In orderto qualify for the firet new scat, the candidate must
practice primarily in the Broward Division of the Southern District: In order to qualify
for the Second new sest, the candidste raust practice primarily in the West Palm Beach
Division. Moteover, the changes provids that TWo current at-large seats will become
restricted seats. ‘The seat presently occupied by Lisa J. Chaiklin Aflalo will become open
in 2002. Tn order to run for this seat in 2002, & candidate must practice primarily in the
West Palm Beach Division. The seat presently occupied by Mariaelana Gayo-Guitan will
become open in 2003, In order to run for this seat in 2002, & candidate must pradtice
ptimarily in the Fort Lauderdale Division.

Deletion Article 5: Term and Succession Section 3(a) .
The eight clected Directors at Latge shall serve staggered terms of three years
each, with two or fhree Directors at Large clected cach year.

Addition Article 5: Term and Succession ,
, The ten elected Directors shall setve staggered terms of three years each, with two
or three Directots at large elected each year. '

Deletion Article 5; Term and Succession Section 3(b) :
As of the date of passage of these By-Laws, there are six clected Directors at
Large whose terms expire as follows:
1988 - One .
1989 - Two - o
1990 - Three , .

. As a transition, there shall be elscted in the year 1988 threc Director at Largefora
three-year term expiring in 1991. In 1989, there shall be clected two Directors at large for three-
year terms expiring in 1992. In 1990, there shall be elected three Direotors at Large for three-
year terms expiring in 1993, . .
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* Addition Article 5: Term and Succession Section 3(b) -

As of the date of passage of these By-Laws, there are eight elected Directors st
large whose terms expire as follows: . .

2001 -2

2002-3

2003-3 '

As & transition, there shall be elected in the year 2001, four Directors for a three
year-term expiring in 2004. Two of the seats shall be at Large. The third seat shall be converted
1o a Fort Lauderdale Division seat and, on a permanent basis, may be filled only by a member
who practices primarily in the Fort Lauderdale Divi ion. The fourth seat shall be converted toa
West Palm Beach Division seat and, on a permanent basis, may be filicd only by a member who

. practices primarily in the West Palm Beach Division. In addition, one of the scats to be elected

in year 2002 shall be converted to a West Palm Beach Division seat and one of the seats to be
elected in year 2003 shall be converted to a Fort Lauderdale Division seat. A member is deemed
to practice primarily in the Division in which the candidate individually maintains his or her
primary office. ‘

-

2. Add latiguage to Article 3, which describes membership in the Association, to provide for
law student affiliste membership.

Addition Law students enrolled at any accredited ox provisionally accredited law school
may become non voting members of the Association. A single law student
representative from each accredited or provisionally accredited taw school may be-
appointed by the President to serveas a liaison to the Board of Directors.

Affiliate law stodent members shall eceive invitations to ail Association
functions. The Board of Directors shall determine the amount of annual dues,
which may differ from the amount set for merpbers.

3, Modify Atticle 8, which describes Legislative Committee, to provide that, like the

Chairpersons of all standing and special committces not specifically designated by the

By~Lawsg, the President of the Assooiation shall appoint the chair of the Legislative

Committee, Presently, the By-Laws provide that this committee is chaired by the 1* Vice
_ President. - .

Deletion - Article 8: Committees, Section 6(d) , -
The First Vice-Presiderit shall chair the I cgiglative Committee.
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4. - Addlanguage to Article 8, Section 6(b) to provide that the 17 Vice President shall chair

the Public Relations, Publicity and Newsletter Commitiee. This Commiitee is
responsible for writing, editing, and publishing a monthly bulletin. At present, 00
particular officer is designated to serve as the Committee’s chair, |

" Addition  Article 8, Section 6(b) (8o be added at the end of the paragraph describing the

function of this Committee) .
The 1* Vice President shall chair the Committee,

5. Add language to Article 8, Section G(a) to provide that the Committee on Meetings and
‘Programs shall assume responsibility for identifying and soliciting speakers at genetal
membership meetings.

Addition Anticle 8, Section 6(g) (to be added at the end of the paragraph)
The Committee is responsible for identifying and soliciting speakers at general
menbership meetings.

.

6. Add lanpuage to recognize that the Association may retain & part time professional
managet o assist the Board in managing the affairs of the Association. Laura Silverman
presently serves ag the Association’s professional manager and maintains the membership
database and coordinates programs at general membership meetings.

Addition Article 16: Professional Manager ‘ S e

The Board may retain a part time professional mavager who will maintain the
membership database, assist the Corumittee on Meetings and Programs in coordinating prograrns
at general miembership meetings, and perform such other functions a5 directed by the Prosident.

On behalf of the Board and the By-Laws Committes, 1 encourage you to vote in favor of
the foregoing amendments which we believe effectively updates the By-Laws which wete
initially adopted on February 11, 1988 and subsequently amended on April 29, 1992. We look
-forward to seeing you at the January 25, 2001 General Membership Meeting. -

" Very truly yours,

Thomas M. Messena, President
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Banlgruptcy Bar Association Bropeied By -J.aws Revisions Ballot

I Additional Board Seats < '
Clitrent Provisi on;

Currently, the board contains sigh director serte A candidate rinning for an apen director seat _

may practice primarily in any of she Southern Disiicr’s three Divisions,
ro ¢visions: L
(1) In 2001, o additiona) seets wili be added In order e quatfy for the first new geat, the

candidate must practice primar:ly in ths Beoward Divisioa of the Southern Distriet. {n order 1o

qualify for the second ney: seat, the cand'Jate must praciice prigarily in the West Palm Beuch
Division.

(2) The seat presently ocoupied by 1isa J. Caikdin Atlalo will become open in 2002, [aerd:

gzaluy Y run for this seat in 2002, the cansidete must practice primarily in the West Pala; Bea. -
vision, _ .

(3) The seat prosontly oceupied by Matiaelera Gayo-Guitdh wiil besome npenn 2003, In qrdar
1o qualify to run for this seat in 2003, the vandidate ms practice primarily in the Browasd
Division. o 4 - :

(4) A candidate running for any othur open director sea* mey have his or her primary practice in
any of the three Divisions of the Southe:n Diatiet. ‘

2, Nen Attol’l&y Associate Membership

! ovision:
All members of the Assaclation must be mabe: s of the Flogida Bay.

Lioposed Revisions: .

Non members of the Florida Bar may bseome waaacicte members of the Associstion, The annug!
fee will be the same as thar ‘or membery, As:ocine metniers may not serve as officers or
diveciors. Assosiate members will be 1nvited o all Asseciation funciions, inciuding bui not
limited to dinner neetings and the el et ot

Panel frusees whe arc not n%bcrs of te Fiarida 3ar may bacome assoctate membears ot il
Association, The aruual fae will bt tie same as menchers. Associass mambess RIZY ROt seTve A%
offieers or directors. Associate membe:s vl be mvited 19 ali Azsocistion finctions, suzk as
dinner mestings and the annual retrenr, '

p.3
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3, Law Studenr Assoeigte Memoership

o

urre, vigion:
All members of th Association must pe M2mbers: of tive Florida Bay,

Propgse : .

Individuals eprolled ag full time law students ac St Thomas University, Nova University, oy the
University of Miami may bacome Assaeiats Law Seudent Members ol the Assaciation A single -
tepresentative may bs appolnted 1 serve ag it liason to the Board and may atrend Board mestings,
Associate Law Student Members wiii rseerve invitations to al) Association funations, The

annual dues shall b $ .

4, Legislative Commirtes
Present Provision: | '
The 1" Vice President shail chinit the Ledistanve Comminge.

r

EBraposed Revision: .
The President of the Association shall cppuiat the chax of tho Legislutive Commirtes.

5, Continuing Edycation Committee

I'esgnt : . .
The Comminee is r2sponsible for dey:sin, 3 2 tu improve the quality and standares of
continuing legal educarion for the mombsis of the arkruprey bar and bench.

Proposed Ravisio 3
The Continuing Lega Education Comittee shal] be goolished,

An Annual Ratrear Committee shal] by sreqed 13 br co-chaired by the President and Presiden:-
Elegy, .

A University of Mjami Seminar Commutee sha!l be crearcd 1o be chaired by un individual
appointed by the Presiden;.

A Brown Bag Seminar Comminee shall be rreatad 10 be go-chajred by three individuals, one
from each Division, )
6. Computer Committeg

Prug ovision:
There is a0 Compuyter Committce,
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Eroposed Revision: -

A Cpmputcr Commiites shali be ereared 1o be chaved by ap individual 1o be appointed by the
President. The Committee shal be Zaake recommendations to tire Board relagive 10 the:
Asgociation’s {nterne; websire asd asist tha Prasiden: in operating and malntaining the website,

7. Mediation Connnitee

ent igion:
There {5 no Mediation Committes.

A Mediation Commirtee shall be crezied =5 be chiited by su: individual to be appointed by the
President. The Commitee shall be muke racommendations to the Board relative to the function
of Cowrt appointed mediators,

.

8, Comimittes on Publjc Refations, Publicity and Newsleter

T Present Provision: . "
The Committee ts responsible for writiag ediiing, and publishing a monthly bulletin Tl
Comumites i3 responsible for identifviag ene soliciting spewkers at general membership meeungs.
o vision: )
The 1" Vice President ghati chair the Cormurne on Public Reletions, Publicity and Newsloger,

The Committoe o Meatings and Prograns shall be resporsible for identifying and taliciting
speakcers at general meinbership meetigs, ' '

9. Committee on Public Relasivas, Publicity nnd Newsletter
Bresent Provision:

The Public Relations, Publicity and Nawyjorer Coiamitlee {s responsible fo: writing, editing, and
publishing » monthly bulletin. No particular offfecr is designated to serve ns the Cemmittes's
chair.

pose ision: : )
The 1% Vice President shall chair the Commirmoe on Public Relatjons, Publivity 2nd Newsletzr,

10 Professtonal Manager

Qrasent Provision:

No specifie provision recognizes the feetion ol 4 prafassional manager.

¥
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Rroposed Revision:
The Board may retain g
affairs of the Associaly
assume the duties of
general membership

parttime srofessiona, mANager 10 assist the Board
0. The past time proressional shill maintain we o,
the Comminae cn Meatings aad Programs angd
meetings,

in managing the
embership databage,
soordinate prograns at
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